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In Acts 13 Luke records the first leg in the inaugural missionary journey of Paul and Barnabas. They began by sailing 
from Antioch, Syria to the island of Cyprus, and from there to Antioch, Pisidia of southern Galatia. Upon arriving in 
Pisidia, they visited the local synagogue where they were invited to give a word of encouragement. What follows is the 
first recorded sermon preached by the Apostle Paul. The response to his sermon was generally positive, so they 
remained in Pisidia for another week. This passage is filled with several important lessons for us, but chief among them 
is the reason why some people believe and others don’t.  

 
READING PAUL ’S SERMON  

• Circle the cities Paul and Barnabas visited during the initial stage of their first missionary journey.  
• Underline the three direct forms of address found in Paul’s message, beginning in verse 16.  
• Between verses 16-23 place a Δ over every occurrence of God (including pronouns). 
• In the left margin of verses 16-20a write: 1. Egyptian Sojourn to Promise Land. 
• In the left margin of verses 20b-22 write: 2. Period of Judges to the Monarchy under David. 
• In the left margin of verses 23-25 write: 3. OT Promises Fulfilled: Jesus’ Forerunner - John the Baptist.  
• In the left margin of verses 26-37 write: 4. OT Promises Fulfilled: Jesus the Savior. 
• Place a bracket around the key themes of the Gospel’s core message in verses 26-37.  

13 Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left them and 
returned to Jerusalem, 14 but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the Sabbath 
day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the rulers 
of the synagogue sent a message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for the 
people, say it.”  
16 So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said: “Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. 17 The God 
of this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, 
and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. 18 And for about forty years he put up with them in the 
wilderness. 19 And after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an 
inheritance. 20 All this took about 450 years.  

And after that he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21 Then they asked for a king, and God gave them 
Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And when he had removed him, he 
raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a man 
after my heart, who will do all my will.’  
23 Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised. 24 Before his coming, John 
had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 And as John was finishing his course, he 
said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of 
whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’ 
26 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us has been sent the 
message of this salvation. 27 For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not recognize 
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him nor understand the utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by 
condemning him. 28 And though they found in him no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate to have him 
executed. 29 And when they had carried out all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree and 
laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many days he appeared to those who had 
come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the people. 32 And we bring you the 
good news that what God promised to the fathers, 33 this he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as 
also it is written in the second Psalm, 

“‘You are my Son, 
    today I have begotten you.’ 
34 And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, he has spoken in this 
way, 

“‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’ 
35 Therefore he says also in another psalm, 

“‘You will not let your Holy One see corruption.’ 
36 For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with his 
fathers and saw corruption, 37 but he whom God raised up did not see corruption.  
38 Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to 
you, 39 and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the 
law of Moses. 40 Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the Prophets should come about: 
41 “‘Look, you scoffers, 
    be astounded and perish; 
for I am doing a work in your days, 
    a work that you will not believe, even if one tells it to you.’” 
42 As they went out, the people begged that these things might be told them the next Sabbath. 43 And after the 
meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, 
who, as they spoke with them, urged them to continue in the grace of God. 
44 The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 But when the Jews saw the 
crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul, reviling him. 46 And 
Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken first to 
you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the 
Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, 

“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, 
    that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as 
were appointed to eternal life believed. 49 And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole 
region. 50 But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, stirred up 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. 51 But they shook off the dust from 
their feet against them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 

 
EXPLORING PAUL ’S SERMON TOGETHER  

1. What were the first two regions visited by Paul and Barnabas? What practical application can be made by their 
decision of where to go? Why did they intentionally visit a synagogue in a Gentile-dominated region? 
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2. In surveying the history of Israel, what key events did Paul mention? How is God’s sovereignty illustrated in the story 
of the Israelites? What stands out to you from each historical period he referenced?  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
3. How would you summarize the message preached by Paul? In what ways was it similar to the sermons preached by 
Peter? What differences, if any, can you observe?  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
4. In verses 40-41 Paul issued a warning by quoting Habakkuk 1:5. Why do you think he closed his message with it?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Read verses 42-52. Notice how the Gentiles responded to the Gospel and why (v. 48). Why do some hear the 
message and believe, while others hear it and turn away? (read also, 2 Corinthians 4:3-6) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. How should we respond when people, especially family and friends, do not believe the Gospel and may even 
strongly oppose it?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. What do you think is a “successful” attempt in sharing the Gospel with someone? Who controls the outcome? How 
does this passage encourage you to tell the truth with boldness and love?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Week, October 30:  Acts 17:22-31  
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Sermon Notes: Why People Don’t Believe 

Acts 13:13-52 
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