
   

 

Volume 7  -  Number 17                    The Week of March 13, 2022 

This is a long, sad story with seven scenes. As you read it, place within the brackets the two primary characters in each 
scene. Also, circle each time the word bless, blessed or blessing appears. 
 
This week the Growth Group questions follow each scene. As a group, read through each section and discuss the 
corresponding questions. 

I. [                                                            ] 
1 When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called Esau his older son and said to him, “My 
son”; and he answered, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Behold, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. 3 Now then, take 
your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me, 4 and prepare for me delicious 
food, such as I love, and bring it to me so that I may eat, that my soul may bless you before I die.” 
  

• This story is built around the blessing of Abraham and the continuation of the messianic line. It is plausible 
 that Rebekah conveyed to Isaac God’s answer to her inquiry in Genesis 25:23. What does Isaac’s action in 
 Scene 1 (verses 1-4) suggest about his response to God’s Word? 

 
 
 

• Discuss: Our lives are either guided by God’s Word or not. What happens when we allow other forces to 
 control our lives and the choices we make? 

 
 
 
II. [                                                            ] 
5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for game and 
bring it, 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I heard your father speak to your brother Esau, 7 ‘Bring me game and 
prepare for me delicious food, that I may eat it and bless you before the Lord before I die.’ 8 Now therefore, my son, 
obey my voice as I command you. 9 Go to the flock and bring me two good young goats, so that I may prepare from 
them delicious food for your father, such as he loves. 10 And you shall bring it to your father to eat, so that he may 
bless you before he dies.” 11 But Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Behold, my brother Esau is a hairy man, and I am 
a smooth man. 12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be mocking him and bring a curse upon myself 
and not a blessing.” 13 His mother said to him, “Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, bring 
them to me.” 
 
14 So he went and took them and brought them to his mother, and his mother prepared delicious food, such as his 
father loved. 15 Then Rebekah took the best garments of Esau her older son, which were with her in the house, and 
put them on Jacob her younger son. 16 And the skins of the young goats she put on his hands and on the smooth part 
of his neck. 17 And she put the delicious food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. 
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•  What do you make of Rebekah’s plot in Scene 2 (verses 5-17)? What was her fundamental mistake? What do 
 you think she believed would be the eventual outcome? The collateral damage?  

 
 

 
• Discuss: We need to leave space in our lives for God to work out His purpose. Where are you trying to step in 
 and help God instead of trusting Him to do what He promised? 

 
 

 
III. [                                                            ] 
18 So he went in to his father and said, “My father.” And he said, “Here I am. Who are you, my son?” 19 Jacob said to 
his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me; now sit up and eat of my game, that your soul may 
bless me.” 20 But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?” He answered, “Because 
the Lord your God granted me success.” 21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come near, that I may feel you, my son, to 
know whether you are really my son Esau or not.” 22 So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, who felt him and said, 
“The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 And he did not recognize him, because his hands 
were hairy like his brother Esau's hands. So he blessed him. 24 He said, “Are you really my son Esau?” He answered, “I 
am.” 25 Then he said, “Bring it near to me, that I may eat of my son's game and bless you.” So he brought it near to 
him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank. 
 
26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near and kiss me, my son.” 27 So he came near and kissed him. And Isaac 
smelled the smell of his garments and blessed him and said, 
 

“See, the smell of my son 
    is as the smell of a field that the Lord has blessed! 
28 May God give you of the dew of heaven 
    and of the fatness of the earth 
    and plenty of grain and wine. 
29 Let peoples serve you, 
    and nations bow down to you. 
Be lord over your brothers, 
    and may your mother's sons bow down to you. 
Cursed be everyone who curses you, 
    and blessed be everyone who blesses you!” 

 
•  List the lies Jacob told in Scene 3 (verses 18-29). What startles you most about his charade? How do you think 
 he justified it in his own mind? 

 
 

 
•  Share: Can you recall a time you deceived someone else to get what you wanted? What was the outcome? 

 
 
 
IV. [                                                            ] 
30 As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, when Jacob had scarcely gone out from the presence of Isaac his 
father, Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 31 He also prepared delicious food and brought it to his father. And 
he said to his father, “Let my father arise and eat of his son's game, that you may bless me.” 32 His father Isaac said to 
him, “Who are you?” He answered, “I am your son, your firstborn, Esau.” 33 Then Isaac trembled very violently and 
said, “Who was it then that hunted game and brought it to me, and I ate it all before you came, and I have blessed 
him? Yes, and he shall be blessed.” 34 As soon as Esau heard the words of his father, he cried out with an exceedingly 
great and bitter cry and said to his father, “Bless me, even me also, O my father!” 
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35 But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully, and he has taken away your blessing.” 36 Esau said, “Is he not rightly 
named Jacob? For he has cheated me these two times. He took away my birthright, and behold, now he has taken 
away my blessing.” Then he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?” 37 Isaac answered and said to Esau, 
“Behold, I have made him lord over you, and all his brothers I have given to him for servants, and with grain and wine I 
have sustained him. What then can I do for you, my son?” 38 Esau said to his father, “Have you but one blessing, my 
father? Bless me, even me also, O my father.” And Esau lifted up his voice and wept. 

39 Then Isaac his father answered and said to him: 

“Behold, away from the fatness of the earth shall your dwelling be, 
    and away from the dew of heaven on high. 
40 By your sword you shall live, 
    and you shall serve your brother; 
but when you grow restless 
    you shall break his yoke from your neck.”  
41 Now Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed him, and Esau said 

     to himself, “The days of mourning for my father are approaching; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” 
 

• As Isaac realized Jacob’s deception, what else did he come to see? Why was Isaac unable to reverse his 
blessing on Jacob? 

 

 
V. [                                                            ] 
42 But the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her younger son and said to 
him, “Behold, your brother Esau comforts himself about you by planning to kill you. 43 Now therefore, my son, obey 
my voice. Arise, flee to Laban my brother in Haran 44 and stay with him a while, until your brother's fury turns away— 
45 until your brother's anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to him. Then I will send and 
bring you from there. Why should I be bereft of you both in one day?” 

• What was the outcome of Rebekah’s plot and Jacob’s deception? 
 
 
VI. [                                                          ] 
46 Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “I loathe my life because of the Hittite women. If Jacob marries one of the Hittite 
women like these, one of the women of the land, what good will my life be to me?” 

• What do you make of the fact that Isaac and Rebekah's only conversation in this story takes place in the next 
to last scene? 

 
 

• Discuss: What are the evident dysfunctions in this family? What can we learn from them? 
 
 
VII. [                                                         ] 
Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him and directed him, “You must not take a wife from the Canaanite women. 2 
Arise, go to Paddan-aram to the house of Bethuel your mother's father, and take as your wife from there one of the 
daughters of Laban your mother's brother. 3 God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and multiply you, that you 
may become a company of peoples. 4 May he give the blessing of Abraham to you and to your offspring with you, that 
you may take possession of the land of your sojournings that God gave to Abraham!” 

• Jesus is ultimately born in the line of Jacob. What does this story tell you about God? 
 
 

• What’s the central truth in this story and one primary lesson you are taking from it? 
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Sermon Notes: Pretending for the Blessing 

Genesis 27:1-28:4 
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