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Unbelievable
An Unbelievable Person
Acts 2:22-24

THE BIG PICTURE
The season of Advent has begun. During Advent the Church historically looks to the coming of Christ, both past and
future. Yes, Jesus Christ will come again! In this Advent season, however, our main focus will be on the extraordinary
reality of God becoming Man. The aim behind this series will be apologetic in nature. That is, we will seek to give a
defense for why what happened when Jesus was born, as far-fetched as it may sound to modern ears, is really
unbelievably good news for the world today. This series will be helpful in explaining the story of Christmas to your
unbelieving family members and friends.
Icebreaker: For many of us, Christmas this year seems to have surprised us. We’ve heard people say, “I can’t believe
it’s Christmas already!” What are some ways you and your family can plug into the marvel of Jesus’ birth and capture
the wonder of the season in your heart and spirit?

On a most basic level, in the first message we sought to answer the question, Did a man named Jesus of Nazareth
actually exist? Most people believe there was an actual historical figure named Jesus. Still, there are many skeptics who
think Jesus was wholly a figment of the imagination of a few and the number of people who think that way is
increasing.
READ THE SCRIPTURE
Let’s begin by reading a passage of Scripture from Acts 2:22-24. As you read:




Circle the name Jesus of Nazareth (v. 22) and Jesus (v. 23).
Place brackets around man (v. 22).
Underline the phrases, in your midst and as you yourselves know (v. 22).

ACTS 2:22-24
22

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and
wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up
according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.
24
God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.”


In Peter’s sermon, what are some ways he underscored the historical validity of Jesus’ life and death?

Many people think the four Gospels particularly, and the rest of the New Testament generally, sound like myths or
nonhistorical stories. Next week, we will consider the reliability of the four Gospels. In this Abide we are going to
review multiple ancient documents that also affirm the historicity of Jesus of Nazareth, which altogether provide a
basic outline of His life and death.
READ THE FOLLOWING HISTORICAL AND NONCANONICAL DOCUMENTS (OUTSIDE OF SCRIPTURE) THAT
REFER TO JESUS:
1. Josephus (Jewish historian, 37-100 AD)
“But this younger Ananus, who, as we told you already, took the high priesthood, was a bold man in his
temper, and very insolent…He assembled the Sanhedrin of judges and brought before them the brother of
Jesus the so-called Christ, whose name was James, and some others. When he had formed an accusation
against them as breakers of the law, he delivered them over to be stoned.” (Antiquities of the Jews, 93 AD)

2. Tacitus (Roman historian, 56-117 AD)
“Nero fastened the guilt of starting the blaze and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their
abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the
extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius 14-37 at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and
a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first
source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every part of the world find
their center and become popular.” (Annals)
3. Lucian (Roman-Syrian satirist, 125–180 AD)
“The Christians, you know, worship a man to this day — the distinguished personage who introduced their
novel rites, and was crucified on that account… You see, these misguided creatures start with the general
conviction that they are immortal for all time, which explains the contempt of death and voluntary selfdevotion which are so common among them; and then it was impressed on them by their original lawgiver that
they are all brothers, from the moment that they are converted, and deny the gods of Greece, and worship the
crucified sage, and live after his laws.”
4. Mara Bar-Serapion (Stoic philosopher, Roman province of Syria, est. 70 AD)
“What benefit did the Athenians obtain by putting Socrates to death? Famine and plague came upon them as
judgment for their crime. Or, the people of Samos for burning Pythagoras? In one moment their country was
covered with sand. Or the Jews by murdering their wise king?…After that their kingdom was abolished. God
rightly avenged these men…The wise king…Lived on in the teachings he enacted.”
DISCUSS THE DOCUMENTS TOGETHER
1. Generally, what do you make of these historical references to Jesus?

2. From these nonbiblical references, build together a profile of Jesus.
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3. How might these sources be helpful to unbelieving friends? How accurate or otherwise, do you find them?

4. Historical confirmation is helpful, but insufficient. What is missing from those sources?

The celebration of Advent/Christmas is far more than just recognizing Jesus was an historical figure. Jesus was also
born at an actual time and place. The story of the angel appearing to both Mary and Joseph, at separate times, is no
mythological account.

1. Read Luke 1:26-38. Mary was surprised by the angel and his message. What features present in this passage remove
it from the realm of myth and root it as an actual event?

2. Read Matthew 1:18-21. From Joseph’s perspective, what makes this account so real?

3. The angel’s words to Joseph in Matthew 1:21 contain an unexpected twist. What were 1st-century Jews expecting
the Messiah to do? What reason does the angel give for Jesus’ birth?

4. How would you explain to an unbelieving friend why Jesus landed on our planet more than 2,000 years ago? Why
does that matter today?

PRAYER
Holy Father, in this season of anticipation and celebration—
we thank You for sending us a Savior to save us from our sins.
Lord Jesus, may this entire Advent season bring us back to Your birth,
back to Your cross, back to Your empty tomb; and moving forward
with You into Your new creation story.
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